
 

 

BENTHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Bentham Town Hall, Station Road, 

Bentham, Lancaster LA2 7LH 
Tel: 015242 62587 

Email: townclerk@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk 
www.benthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Full Council meeting: Monday 6th July 2026 at 7:30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs Adams, Burton, MacEley-Young, Marshall, Taylor and Whittet. 
Town Clerk: C Burrow 
Bentham News: 1 
MOP: 2 
Councillor David Ireton 
 
 

43 Apologies from members unable to attend: - 
43.1 To note apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting. 
Cllr Stannard 
43.2 To consider acceptance of reasons for absence – if consideration of reason requested. 
ACCEPTED 
 

44 Declaration of Interest: - 
44.1 To note declarations of interest not already declared under members Code of Conduct or 

members register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. 
Cllr Mac-Eley-Young: 53.1  53.2   53.3  53.4  
Cllr Marshall: 50.1 
44.2 To approve dispensation requests – if dispensation request received. 
 

 
45 To receive Comment & Concerns: 

 Public participation – to hear matters raised by members of the public or Cllrs with an interest (that are allowed to speak) 
either on agenda items or for future consultation. (NB: for non-agenda items members of the Council are not permitted to 
respond, except to ask questions for the purposes of clarification; the period of time designated for public participation at 
a meeting shall not exceed 20 minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting. A member of the public shall not 
speak for more than 3 minutes). 

 
46 To Confirm the Minutes of the meeting on Monday 1st June 2026 as a true and accurate record. 

 RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the meeting on Monday 1st June 2026 as a true and accurate 
record. 

 
47 To receive the Police Report & allow members to ask questions for information - If any. 
 Read out in full by Cllr Adams (appendix A) 
 
48 To receive a Report from NYC Councillor (for information only) - If any 
 Read out in full by Cllr Ireton (appendix B) 
 
Cllr Marshall questioned North Yorkshire Council’s input into the housing due to current budget 
constraints, Cllr Ireton confirmed that the Council were providing the land, North Yorkshire Council own a 
large amount of land in Scarborough and Whitby.  
Cllr Marshal raised concerns that while significant housing development is proposed, there is a shortage 
of industrial and employment space, particularly for local businesses wishing to start up or expand, these 
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are vital to provide employment opportunities for future generations so that people can work locally 
rather than focusing solely on housing. 
In response, it was noted that the Local Plan will identify employment sites alongside housing allocations, 
changing working patterns, including increased home working, were acknowledged, it was agreed that 
there remains a need for industrial units and workspaces for trades and small businesses.  
Cllr Ireton confirmed, in response to a question from Cllr Mac-Eley-Young, that the necessary 
infrastructure would be provided as part of the development. 

 
49 Financial Matters:  

49.1 To consider the Council’s cyber insurance renewal. 
RESOLVED to accept the Coalition cyber insurance quote at £223.24 for the year.  
 

49.2 To receive and note current bank balances; Unity current account as £70,039.62, the Public Sector 
deposit account balance as £85,000.00 and the Virgin current account as £32,394.92. Including bank 
reconciliation.  

NOTED (appendix C) 
 
49.3 To consider the prioritising of Council planned projects due to budget constraints.  
RESOLVED to prioritise the works at Goodenber Road Play Area and the memorial wall extension at 
the cemetery over the street lighting improvement programme, cemetery extension, the cross at 
the Green in Low Bentham, the pond area at PHPF and the fire door replacements. 
RESOLVED to put these projects on hold.  
 
49.4 To consider the budget and reserves movements: 

Finance committee is recommending to Full Council that reserves be re-allocated to Goodenber 
Road Play Area: 
£10,000 from sale of Community Youth Building to GRPA 
£10,000 from cemetery extension to GRPA 
£5,000 from street light maintenance to GRPA 
£7,000 from MUGA to GRPA 
Total allocated budget for GRPA = £35,326.60 Including £3,326.60 already in Reserves.  

 RESOLVED to AGREE the movement of RESERVES to the Goodenber Road Play Area reserve. 
 RESOLVED to continue monitoring the MUGA surface and re-allocate the funds to GRPA. 

 
49.5 To note the pre-authorised salary and pre-agreed contractual payments. 
NOTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

49.6 To approve the payments.  

 

 
 
 
AGREED to AUTHORISE by Cllrs Adams and Marshall (staff names redacted)  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

50 To consider and comment upon New Planning Applications: 
50.1 26/02703/TPO Application to remove the following 13 trees. Goodenbergh Caravan Park 

Ravens Close Brow Low Bentham (circulated to Council: Councillors did not respond to the 
question of planning application needing a meeting, deadline past).  

NOTED 
 
50.2 26/02822/REM Approval of reserved matters in relation to details of appearance and 

landscaping following outline planning permission reference 26/01844/DVCON Land To South 
Green Head Farm Cross Lane Low Bentham (deadline request extended to 6th July)  

RESOLVED to submit A – Parish Council has no objections.  
 
50.3 26/02830/TPO Replace NYC recommended holly tree with cherry blossom tree. Tree 

Preservation Order 2256-171-2008 20 Hillside Road Low Bentham (application belongs to 
Bentham Town Council – no response appropriate)  

NOTED 
 

51 Council matters:  
51.1 To consider the harassment and anti-bullying policy, sexual harassment risk assessment and 

action plan.   
RESOLVED TO APPROVE.  
 
51.2 To consider the Sickness Absence Policy.  
RESOLVED to ticket into YLCA for HR advice, for the SSP section within the template policy adopted 
by Council be removed in line with staff contracts. 
 

52 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where necessary: 
52.1 To receive the Clerk’s report.  
(Appendix D) 
NOTED Clerk noted that the defibrillator at Bentham Auction Mart is now installed, uploaded to the 
Circuit and checked by staff.  
Clerk mentioned the racist graffiti and posters near the Goodenber Road Play Area having been 
reported to Police, Chair noted there had been other posters in Bentham.  
 
52.2 Roadworks in and around Bentham. 
RESOLVED to request a meeting with Bentham Town Council, Yorkshire Water, North Yorkshire 
Water and United Infrastructure.  
Chair NOTED that the recent Yorkshire Water communication to the public was not adhered too, 
there seems to be multiple areas closed at the same time once again. Cllr Mac-Eley-Young 
mentioned that a close of Banks Rise meant the Fire Brigade may have faced delays for Firefighters 
to reach the Station and then to get out of the Station.  
Chair NOTED that the proposed closure of Main Street and Station Road from 20th July to 31st July is 
now postponed until an unknown date.  
 
52.3 Playground equipment at PHPF and GRPA.  
RESOLVED: Clerk to continue gathering quotes for replacing the equipment at the Goodenber Road 
Play Area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

53 Correspondence received: To receive information on the following new correspondences and decide 
further action, if any; 
 

53.1 Environment Agency. 
RESOLVED to request the minutes from the fortnightly meetings of the multi-agency group focused 
on the Angus Fire site meetings. Request how the Environment Agency suggest a Community 
Liaison Group set up by Council would interact alongside the multi-agency group.   
NOTED that the Environment Agency state that there is no direct pathway for PFAS substances 
from the area of the Angus Fire site they regulate to the allotments 400 metres away. 
 
53.2 Questions regarding PFAS from member of public.  
RESOLVED to suggest the member of public to direct their questions to Angus Fire. 
NOTED the Council were informed of the risks from PFAS at the public meeting in June 2025 and 
nothing prior to the release of the ENDS report.  

 
Cllr MacEley-Young left the room at 20:31 
 

53.3 Cleaner Bentham. 
NOTED that the Council was unable to verify the accuracy of the claims and data presented. 
RESOLVED to contact Cleaner Bentham to advise that the Council does not hold the information, 
suggest Cleaner Bentham contact the allotment association directly. The Council has links to the 
regulators and statutory documents on the website.  

 
  Cllr MacEley-Young re-entered the room at 20:35 
 

53.4 Angus Fire update. 
Read out in full by GA (Appendix E) 
Link within the document already on the Council website.  

 
53.5 Concern from member of public regarding HARP.  
RESOLVED Council to request the HARP (Haweswater Aqueduct Resilience Programme) Project 
Engagement Lead to come to a meeting to update the Council and potentially the public prior to the 
next Full Council meeting on Monday 3rd August at 7:00pm.  
RESOLVED to provide the member of the public with details of the action agreed by the Council. 
 
53.6 York and North Yorkshire Combined Authority Rural Bus Franchising study. 
RESOLVED: The Council completed the study in paper format and the Clerk will upload the 
information to the portal. Additional information will be included from comments submitted by 
members of the public during the public participation sessions at previous Council meetings. 
 
53.7 Bentham Footway scheme.  
NOTED the pavement from Butts Lane to Pye Busk will be refurbished, with dropped kerbs installed 
at key locations. The grassed area in front of the defibrillator will be excavated and surfaced with 
tarmac or paving. The works are scheduled for 2026/2027. 
RESOLVED to seek clarification on the positioning of dropped and the time frame of works.  

 
53.8 Cars parked on Low Bentham Road from member of public.  
RESOLVED: To forward the concerns raised by members of the public to the PCSO regarding the 
obstruction of pavements opposite the Primary School, which is creating a potential danger to 
pedestrians. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

54 To receive an update on the Bentham Boost and decide further action where necessary.  
 

Cllr Whittet gave an update; The recent spring clean was also noted as a positive community initiative. 
The next spring clean is planned for Saturday 18th July, from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. 
Following feedback received from the collaborative workshop, a Bistro Night at the Town Hall is being 
planned for November. The event will include food and live music. 
Progress was reported on the flag installation project, with flags from 20 community groups ready for 
printing. There remains an opportunity for additional groups to submit designs. 
It was confirmed that all shop front improvement grants had been approved; however, uptake of the 
scheme has been limited. 
An update was provided on the proposed parkrun. Ideally, the run would commence at 9.00am and 
feasibility is currently being assessed due to the golf course being heavily used at this time on Saturday 
mornings. Concerns have been raised by golfers regarding the potential safety implications for runners. 
The parkrun has to be 5km not on a public highway hence the golf course is the ideal location.   
A trail route around Bentham is also being developed, with a supporting map to be produced. 
Potential of ginnel artwork is being explored alongside Street Space and local artists.  

 
55 To receive Reports from Councillors who represent the Council on other bodies (for information only) 

 
Cllr Marshall commented on the Collingwood and Almshouses have received a grant for their garden 
area to ensure it is low maintenance and accessible for residents.  

 
56 Items for next meeting and minor items for information only. 

 
57 Dates of next meeting:   Buildings Committee: TBC 

RESOLVED Thursday 6th August 2026 at 7:30pm 
 
Marketing and Development Committee: TBC 
RESOLVED not to proceed with a Marketing and Development 
committee meeting for the foreseeable.  
 
Full Council Monday 3rd August 2026 

Meeting closed to public at 21:27 
 

58 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, 
and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, that the public and press be 
excluded further from the meeting, whilst items within 59 are considered:-  
 

59 To receive and consider staffing updates. 
 

NOTED staffing update.  
RESOLVED for member of staff to have two days (12 Hours) annually to assist with their role as a 
School Governor.  
 RESOLVED that the Clerk would not be allocated any contracted working hours to complete the 
CILCA course.  
RESOLVED that Council Members must request an appointment from the Deputy Town Clerk prior to 
arrival at the office (Wed, Thurs and Fri). They must only visit if the request was agreed. Email and 
telephone communications should be used as preference, where possible.  

 
Meeting closed at 22:02. 
 

C Burrow           

C Burrow  
Town Clerk and RFO      
Wednesday 8th July 2026 



 

 

 
Appendix A 
 
 
  

Please find your police report for Bentham Town Council meeting 06.07.26 
  
We have had 30 incidents reported between 01.05.26 & 02.07.26 
  
Reports Include – Abandon vehicles, Abandon calls, other police force enquiry, harassment, Crime sexual – online, 
Firearms admin, Crime violences, Wildlife shouting birds, ASB Nuisance/neighbour dispute/environmental health & 
suspect moped – checked in order 
  
9 reports Concern for safety/welfare/missing 
10.06.26 – RTC – 2 vehicles 
18.06.26 – RTC Single vehicle 
21.06.26 – Theft from Store 
  
How to report speeding concerns - Speed Management Protocol 
www.northyorkshire.police.uk/search?q=speeding+concern 
North Yorkshire Community Messaging is a free email messaging service from North Yorkshire Police providing news and 
updates on policing matters that are relevant to you and your local community. Sign up and receive email alerts about 
policing activity and initiatives in your local area as well as crime prevention advice and information. You will also have the 
opportunity to reply directly to your neighbourhood team and provide feedback via surveys. 
www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.co.uk 
  
Working to keep North Yorkshire a safe place to live, visit & work please visit www.northyorkshire.police.uk. 
Please report & suspect incidents at the time on 101, online or 999 if urgent. 
Useful site re Crime and policing in England which allows you to search re incident recorded in your area www.police.uk. 
Contact Information: 
1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress. 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information. 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous. 
4 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.police.uk 
  
Kind Regards 
Jayne 
PCSO Jayne Grace 
Collar number 5561 
Dedicated Safer Neighbourhood PCSO 
Settle Ingleton & Bentham area 
North Yorkshire Police 
101 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/search?q=speeding+concern
http://www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.co.uk/
http://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/
http://www.police.uk/
tel:0800555111
mailto:SNACraven@northyorkshire.police.uk


 

 

Appendix B 
 
Latest update on opening of new Kex Gill section of A59 
 
The 2.5 mile stretch of road costing £82.5 million and bypassing the landslip prone section of road between Skipton and 
Blubberhouses, was due to open today (Monday) but has been put back again due once again to wet weather. No new 
date has been given, but it seems very unlikely that it will take place before the start of The Great Yorkshire Show on 
Tuesday July 14. 
 
North Yorkshire Council is proposing to enter into a joint venture with Lovell Partnerships Ltd, a nationally renowned 
housing developer, to build more homes across the county. 
The planned scheme would help accelerate the delivery of high quality, environmentally sustainable homes with a strong 
focus on affordable housing, particularly in coastal areas. 
Under the proposal, The Council and Lovell would work as equal partners, sharing the risks and rewards, while unlocking 
the potential to deliver new homes, infrastructure and green spaces at pace. 
The government has set the council a target of delivering more than 4,000 new homes a year, and the joint venture would 
support this ambition. The affordable homes delivered through the proposed partnership would be taken on by the 
authority in its role as a social landlord, contributing to its aim to increase its housing stock by at least 500 new homes. 
As part of the planned partnership with Lovell, 2 Sites in Scarborough and Whitby that were already allocated for 
development could deliver more than 600 new properties, including 226 affordable homes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix C  

 

It was noted that a £20.00 payment had been received from a member of the public in error and 
arrangements would be made to address this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Appendix D  
 
Clerk's Report 
The Council's insurance renewal was reviewed by the Clerk and Chair in consultation with the Council's 
insurance brokers. The renewal was accepted under delegated authority in accordance with the resolution of 
Council. Council entered a 3-year long term agreement with agreement from the Finance committee through 
WhatsApp, Clerk advised against this, should be resolved in a meeting.  
Approved payments. 
Robin Lane planning application, the Council's objection statement was submitted, including comments 
regarding design considerations, highway safety and the need for appropriate visibility splays. 
Grants Policy was updated to incorporate the approved amendments and has been published on the Council 
website. Amendments to Sections 4 and 7.1 have been implemented.  
Data Protection Policy, Training Policy, Social Media Policy and updated Website Accessibility Statement have 
all been uploaded to the Council website following their approval.  
As part of the GDPR Audit actions, customer details have been added to the data retention system. 
The Terms of Reference for the Finance, Staffing, Buildings, Marketing and Open Spaces Committees have been 
updated and published on the Council website.  
The AGAR for 2025/26, together with the supporting documentation, has been submitted to the External 
Auditor and published on the Council website. The Council is now within intermediate audit due to being in 
excess of £200,00 receipts, extra information submitted.  
The Public Rights Notice has been displayed and published on the Council website.  
Yorkshire Water was contacted regarding the use of extended working hours during the Main Street roadworks 
scheduled between 20 and 31 July 2026, with the aim of minimising disruption to residents. Clerk advised since 
from MOP that the roadworks are not happening, informed by United Infrastructures, clarification sought from 
Yorkshire Water, who assumed North Yorkshire has not approved the roadworks, NYC had approved.  
The replacement defibrillator cabinet for the Victoria Institute in in office, awaiting electrician.  
The Clerk will submitted a request to North Yorkshire Council for weed spraying on identified footpaths. 
The Clerk is also required to notify the Town Crier of the Council's decision not to proceed with the proposed 
event this year Town Crier has offered a free service.  
The Full Council meeting date has been changed to 1 September 2026 and diary and calendar updates are 
required. 
Followed up on public meeting with Environmental Concerns regulators.  
Contacted HARP project manager suggested meeting on agenda.  
Blocked drains submitted again.  
Shakey bridge foot bridge has been closed by NYC.  
Deputy signed up for ILCA. 
The Auction Mart defibrillator is now installed and uploaded on the Circuit.  
 
Bentham Boost 
Flags moving forward. Planters in situ. CA contacted to request budget movements to allow more planters and 
clean up resources. Movement and Sport Funding submitted – follow up requests to ensure support and 
volunteers/participant. Access to banking grant launched – seeking support from NYC Development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Open Spaces 
Quotes continue to be sought for playground repairs and replacement equipment, including the zip wire, 
seesaw, swings, surfacing. Met with safety surfacing company at play area who will provide a quote. Annual 
inspections received and summarised. Broken gates removed at GPA and ZIP traveller secured as advised by 
HAGS. Broken fixings ordered. Recommended works list completed, including quotes. Planned signage for the 
play area updated with designer. 
Currently contacting play companies to find swings and seesaw which will fit in fall space, many do not due to 
regulations. 
Weekly checks completed. 
Opportunities for external grant funding are also being explored. 
Cemetery noticeboard arrived- incorrect lettering now resolved. Ready to fit. 
Communication with Parish Caretaker regarding play area cleaning jobs. 
The application for an alteration to the holly tree at the PHPF to a cherry blossom tree has been submitted. 
Planning application confirmation received.  
 
Buildings Committee 
The Buildings Committee meeting has been postponed.  
Town Hall shutter broken - needs a full replacement as the Keldrigg shutter company who maintain the Lower 
Hall one advised it did not have a safety cut off. 1 quote received. 
LH Kitchen shutter service completed. 
Plasterer booked in for damproofing works at rear of town hall w/c 13th July now weather has improved. 
Confirmation from plumber who will remove radiators in days before. Carpets also to remove. 
The cellar gate has been collected by sandblaster. 
The caretaker has been putting the rest of the chair feet protectors on. All chairs now in use.  
Sanded skirting board in entrance which was catching on the automatic doors. 
Issue with ballroom flooring due to wetness.  
 
M&D 
Town hall Facebook updated weekly.  
TIP updated and cash from honesty box in safe. 
 
Finance and Staffing 
Anti-bullying and harassment policy written. Sexual harassment risk assessment written generating an action 
plan for the Council.  
Arrangements are being made for the Clerk to undertake CILCA training, as approved by Council. 
Bank reconciliations are -£20 due to a payment from member of public.  
Ticket submitted to YLCA regarding the Maternity Leave and Pay Policy.  
 
 
Outstanding:  
Data cleanse in the archive room.  
Clerk’s name on Deposit Account.  
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