
 

 

BENTHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Bentham Town Hall, Station Road, 

Bentham, Lancaster LA2 7LH 
Tel: 015242 62587 

Email: townclerk@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk 
www.benthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Monday 8th June 2026 
 
 
Minutes of Full Council meeting: Monday 1st June 2026 at 7:30pm, Lower Hall, Bentham Town Hall 
 
Present: Cllrs Adams, Burton, MacEley-Young, Marshall, Stannard, Taylor and Whittet 
Town Clerk: C Burrow 
Bentham News: 2 
Cllr David Ireton 
MOP: 3 
 

26 Apologies from members unable to attend: - 
26.1 To note apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting. 
NONE 
26.2 To consider acceptance of reasons for absence – if consideration of reason requested. 
NONE 
 

27 Declaration of Interest: - 
27.1 To note declarations of interest not already declared under members Code of Conduct or 

members register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. 
Cllr MacEley-Young 38.1  38.2  38.3  
27.2 To approve dispensation requests – if dispensation request received. 
NONE 

 
28 To consider applications for the office of councillor and to fill vacant seats by co-option, if any. 

NONE 
 
29 To receive Comment & Concerns: 

 Public participation – to hear matters raised by members of the public or Cllrs with an interest (that are allowed to speak) 
either on agenda items or for future consultation. (NB: for non-agenda items members of the Council are not permitted to 
respond, except to ask questions for the purposes of clarification; the period of time designated for public participation at 
a meeting shall not exceed 20 minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting. A member of the public shall not 
speak for more than 3 minutes). 

 
MOP1 – Spoke on behalf of the Bentham & District Dementia Friendly Club provides valuable support for 

local people living with dementia and their carers. We hold fortnightly Thursday breakfast clubs, a 
Christmas celebration, and an annual summer trip. Attendance regularly ranges from 10–20 
people fortnightly, with over 30 joining our summer outing. The club helps reduce loneliness, 
promotes wellbeing, and offers friendship, routine, and community connection for those affected 
by dementia. We rely on fundraising, grants, and donations for the club to keep going and greatly 
appreciate you having me here tonight. 

 
30 To Confirm the Minutes of the meeting on Monday 11th May 2026 as a true and accurate record. 

 RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the meeting on Monday 11th May 2026 as a true and accurate 
record. 

 
31 To receive the Police Report & allow members to ask questions for information - If any. 
 Read out in full by Cllr Adams (appendix A) 

mailto:townclerk@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk
http://www.benthamtowncouncil.gov.uk/


 

 

 
32 To receive a Report from NYC Councillor (for information only) - If any 
  

The new Household Waste Recycling Centre registration scheme has been introduced to improve 
access for North Yorkshire residents and reduce misuse by non-residents. Residents must register 
their details online before visiting and show proof on their first visit. Staff at recycling centres are 
available to help anyone who has not yet registered.  
The scheme aims to address cross-border use of recycling centres, which is estimated to account for 
around one in six users and costs up to £400,000 per year. The impact is expected to be greatest at 
sites near county boundaries, such as Skipton.  
Members were informed that public access computers in North Yorkshire libraries will be upgraded 
between June and August, with most installations completed by the end of July. The new 
equipment will include updated technology, larger monitors and improved Wi-Fi access. 
 
Council asked whether North Yorkshire Council had allocated funding to address a possible increase 
in fly-tipping following the introduction of the registration scheme.  
It was noted that the £400,000 figure relates to the cost of processing waste brought to recycling 
centres by non-residents, rather than the cost of fly-tipping enforcement or clearance.  
Members discussed concerns that some residents from neighbouring areas may be more likely to 
dispose of waste locally rather than travel to North Yorkshire recycling centres. It was suggested 
that any impact on fly-tipping levels should be monitored over time.  
It was also noted that the registration process is straightforward and assistance is available for 
residents who need help registering. 

 
33 Financial Matters: 

33.1 To receive the Internal Audit 2025/2026. 
RECEIVED Council NOTED that the recommended update to the Training Policy was on this agenda 
(document available on website).  
 
33.2 To receive the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/2026  
RECEIVED – CLERK explained the no to assertations B and O (appendix B with supporting letters to 
the External Auditor on the website).  
 
33.3 To note the Notice of Public Rights.  
NOTED – erect on noticeboard one 02.06.26, from 03.06.26 to 14.07.26 (appendix C) 
 
33.4 To consider the Council’s insurance renewal (if received). 
RECEIVED; the insurance renewal was received two hours prior to the meeting; Council have not 
fully looked through documentation.  
RESOLVED members will look through the document and make recommendations to the Clerk.  
ACTION Clerk to update with the insurance broker for an updated renewal costing.  
RESOLVED if renewal cost is less than 10% of initial insurance renewal, Clerk and Chair to consult 
and ACCEPT the insurance renewal quote as insurance due before the next Council meeting.  
 
33.5 To receive and note current bank balances; 26/06/26: (incorrect date given) Unity current 

account as £94,145.22, the Public Sector deposit account balance as £85,000.00 and the Virgin 
current account as £32,406.53. Including bank reconciliation.  
RECEIVED and NOTED (appendix D) 
 

33.6 To note the pre-authorised salary and pre-agreed contractual payments. 
NOTED 
 
 
 
 



 

 

33.7 To approve the payments.  

 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the grant to Bentham and District Dementia Group.  
 
APPROVED - Cllrs Marshall and Whittet to authorise,  
Cllr Burton and Marshall to authorise voucher number 77  (staff names redacted) 

 
 

34 To consider and comment upon New Planning Applications: 
34.1 26/02298/LB Listing building consent for reroofing including installation of solar panels and 

rainwater goods and repointing works, The Bentham Hub 3, Main Street, High Bentham. 
RESOLVED to submit: D The Parish Council supports the application.  
 
34.2 26/02362/OUT Outline consent for residential development of up to ten dwellings and 

associated infrastructure. All matters are reserved except for access from Robin Lane. Land 
West Of Robin Lane, High Bentham. 

PROPOSAL to submit B The Parish Council objects on the planning grounds set out below: 
Supported statement: The Parish Council requests that any approved development is designed to be 
in keeping with the character and appearance of the surrounding area. In particular, the Council 
notes that the existing properties in the immediate vicinity are predominantly bungalows/single-
storey dwellings and considers that any new housing should reflect this established pattern of 
development. 
The Council also requests that the Local Planning Authority and Highway Authority are satisfied 
that the proposed access onto Robin Lane provides adequate visibility splays in accordance with 
current highway safety standards. The visibility splays should be accurately shown on the submitted 
plans and maintained free from obstruction to ensure the safe ingress and egress of vehicles. 
RECORDED VOTE REQUESTED: 
FOR: Cllrs Adams, Burton, Marshall, Stannard, Taylor and Whittet. 
AGAINST: Cllr MacEley-Young  
RESOLVED to submit above statement.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

35 Council matters:  
35.1 To consider the updated grants policy, application form and evaluation form.  
RESOLVED to ACCEPT with the following amendments:  
Council prioritises project funding over ongoing operational costs and does not generally fund 
salaries or wages in section 4.  
Delete last bullet point in 7.1.  
 
35.2 To consider the data protection policy. 
RESOLVED to ACCEPT. 
 
35.3 To note the GDPR and data retention audit.  
RESOLVED to include customer details of the Town Hall. Council noted that a data cleanse was 
needed in the archive room.  
 
35.4 To consider the Training Policy. 
RESOLVED to ACCEPT. 
 
35.5 To consider the Social Media Policy. 
RESOLVED to ACCEPT.  
 
35.6 To review the Website Accessibility Statement (annually).  
RESOLVED to ACCEPT with an annual review.  
 
35.7 To consider the Committee Terms of References: 

35.7.1 Finance and Staffing. 
RESOLVED to ACCEPT with the bank mandate reviews annually.  
 
35.7.2 Buildings.  
RESOLVED to ACCEPT 
 
35.7.3 Marketing and Development. 
RESOLVED to ACCEPT 
 
35.7.4 Open Spaces. 
RESOLVED to ACCEPT 

 
36 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where necessary: 

36.1 To receive the Clerk’s report.  
RECEIVED request from Council to split the Clerk’s report into actions from separate committees 
and Full Council (appendix E) 
 
36.2 Roadworks in and around Bentham. 
Closing of the Main Street has been approved by North Yorkshire Council for water works from 
20.07.26 until 31.07.26.  
RESOLVED to request that Yorkshire Water be asked to confirm whether its contractors are making 
full use of available working hours, including weekends, extended hours and, where appropriate, 
night-time working, to ensure that the 11-day road closure period is the minimum necessary and 
that disruption to residents is kept to a minimum. 
 
36.3 To consider the defibrillator cabinet at Victoria Institute with electrician’s communication. 
RESOLVED to replace the defibrillator cabinet using the reserved defibrillator installation budget. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

36.4 To consider the Town Crier for Bentham.  
RESOLVED not to move forward with the Town Crier this year potential for precept project for next 
financial year. 
 
36.5 Playground equipment at PHPF and GRPA.  
NOTED the issue at the PHPF with the swing bolt has been rectified by the Parish Caretaker.  
RESOLVED to replace the seesaw with parts from the manufacturing company, installed by 
supplier’s fitters, NOTED a new quote may be required.  
RESOLVED the swing chains have been ordered and will be fitted by the Parish Caretaker. 
RESOLVED to AGREE to Clerk continuing to collect quotes for the zip wire. 
RESOLVED for Clerk to research grants for play area funding.  
 
36.6 To consider a further TPO request at the PHPF. 
RESOLVED to submit a new TPO planning request to North Yorkshire Council after planning 
approval condition to replace removed tree with a holly tree in the play area, request to replace 
holly tree with a cherry blossom advised that a new planning application is needed.  

 
37 Staffing Matters: 

37.1 To consider the Clerk completing CILCA beginning September 2026. 
RESOLVED to AGREE approximate cost of £845+VAT, Council request Clerk stays in position for at 
least 2 years when training completed.  
37.2 To consider the Deputy Town Clerk completing ILCA.  
RESOLVED to AGREE approximate cost of £120+VAT. 

 
38 Correspondence received: To receive information on the following new correspondences and decide 

further action, if any; 
 

38.1 Environment Agency correspondence (circulated via email) 
NOTED that Angus Fire have been granted the variation to their discharge permit at their High 
Bentham site. 
 
38.2 Angus Fire Update 
Read out in full by Chair (appendix F) 
 
38.3 Dr Byrne correspondence (circulated via email) 
NOTED Dr Byrne cannot share the River Wenning report as he has signed an NDA, the contract is 
with Geosyntec who are consultants for Angus Fire.  
 
38.4 Letter from Bentham Community Primary School 
NOTED that Bentham Community Primary School has reported play area incidents to the police.  
 

39 To receive an update on the Bentham Boost and decide further action where necessary.  
 
Big Spring Clean was a huge success conducted two weeks ago, lots of positive comments verbally 
whilst happening and on social media. Received further agreements from properties and shops to 
install community flags within existing holder, community groups are still able to send their logos in. 
Next Parkrun trial to be held at the golf club is on Saturday 13th June at 8am. Moving forward with 
bin replacements. Sites have been identified for planters along Main Street.  
The Boost would like to encourage property owners and shop keepers to continue to keep their 
areas outside clear and clean.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
40 To receive Reports from Councillors who represent the Council on other bodies (for information only) 

 
Cllr Marshall for Collingwood and Longstaffe Almshouses has been successful with a grant for the 
garden area for residents to enjoy. 
 
Cllr Adams briefly attended the LASRUG meeting who reported a successful coffee morning at the 
Town Hall, raising just over £400.   
 

41 Items for next meeting and minor items for information only. 
 

Request to North Yorkshire Council to spray weeds on footpaths.  
Clerk reported that Highways had conducted a video survey on Robin Lane near Bowland View to 
assess for a zebra crossing.  
 

42 Dates of next meeting:   Buildings Committee Thursday 18th June 2026 7:30pm  
RESOLVED to change to Wednesday 24th June 2026 at 7:30pm 
 

Full Council Monday 6th July 2026 7:30pm 
 

 Request to alter the Full Council meeting from Monday 7th September to Wednesday 2nd September 
 RESOLVED to change to Tuesday 1st September 2026 at 7:30pm 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 21:29 
 
 
 

C Burrow 

C Burrow  
Town Clerk and RFO 
Monday 8th June 2026 
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Appendix E  
 
Clerks Report May 2026 for June meeting 
Meeting with play equipment companies at Goodenber play area to obtain quotes for the seesaw.  
Visits from surfacing companies at play areas and following up on quotes still to come in. 
Visit from Playdale engineer to assess roundabout at GPA, quote obtained for OS committee. 
Open spaces meeting agenda and preparation. 
Communication with the architect around the cross at Low Bentham- ongoing. 
Communication with tree surgeons regarding a tree at the cemetery and trees on main st/Furness drive. 
The cellar gate has been removed, is in Clerk’s office awaiting sandblaster to collect. 
Communication with damp proofing contractor- awaiting date for works at rear of town hall now the weather 
has improved. 
Chased up the roofing contractor- who is planning to do the works soon. 
Weekly play area checks completed. 
Town Hall booking communications. 
Town Hall inspection list updated for the next year. 
MAS inputted on 23.05.26 
Policies – Social Media, Training, Data Protection. 
Grants process updated and finalised back to Council.  
Internal Audit completed to Council. 
Blocked drains reported – Main Street, Robin Lane. Missed bins reported to NYC.  
Meeting arranged with Street Space and NYC Highways to discuss possible bench and courtesy crossing sites – 
3rd June 11:30 via Teams. 
AGAR and public rights drafted.  
The Rose Garden CAT EOI form submitted to NYC 
11th May 2026: 
Standing Orders amended to include supplementary questions (30-second limit). 
Public Participation Policy updated accordingly. 
Financial Regulations amendments completed. 
Bank mandates and authorised signatory arrangements continue to be monitored. 
Insurance renewal review remains ongoing – awaiting Insurance broker 
Internal Audit actions completed – H&S policy 
No objections comment submitted for application 26/01844/DVCON. 
PFAS correspondence and requests submitted to the Environment Agency email sent 13/05/26. 
Public meeting with agencies and regulators proposed for September 2026 email sent 13/05/26. 
Cleaner Bentham PFAS report uploaded to the Council website. 
Yorkshire Water, United Infrastructure and Highways contacted regarding works and safety concerns email 
sent 13/05/26 
Flag installation near the defibrillator area with OS and Parish Caretaker 
CCTV at Goodenber Play Area remains under review. 
Bentham Boost and Pioneer Projects meetings supported. 
Community grant funding matters remain under review – email sent 13/05/26. 
Support confirmed for clean-up week and town enhancement initiatives. 
Pioneer Project invited to Boost meeting. Artist meeting arranged for 1/06/26 – 7pm.  
 
Outstanding Actions 
Add Town Clerk to Public Sector bank mandate. 
Return updated Terms of Reference to Council. 
Complete insurance renewal review. 
Continue CCTV review at Goodenber Play Area. 
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