
 

 

     BENTHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Bentham Town Hall, Station Road, 
Bentham, Lancaster LA2 7LH 

Tel: 015242 62587 
Email: townclerk@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk 

www.benthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
All Town Council Meetings are open to the Public and Press: 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council meeting: Monday 5th January 2026 7:30pm, Lower Hall, Bentham Town Hall 
 

           
Monday 12th January 2026 
 
Attendance: Cllrs Adams, Burton, MacEley-Young, Marshall, Taylor and Whittet 
 

 

193 Apologies from members unable to attend: - 
193.1 To note apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting. 
Cllr Stannard 
193.2 To consider acceptance of reasons for absence – if consideration of reason requested. 
AGREED 

 
194. Declaration of Interest: - 

194.1 To note declarations of interest not already declared under members Code of Conduct or members 
register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. 

Cllr Adams – 205.4 Cllr MacEley-Young -    Cllr Marshall – 205.4 
194.2 To approve dispensation requests – if dispensation request received. 
NONE 

 
195 To consider applications for the office of councillor and to fill vacant seats by co-option, if any 

NONE 
 

196. To receive Comment & Concerns: 
 Public participation – to hear matters raised by members of the public or Cllrs with an interest (that are allowed to speak) 

either on agenda items or for future consultation. (NB: for non-agenda items members of the Council are not permitted to 
respond, except to ask questions for the purposes of clarification; the period of time designated for public participation at a 
meeting shall not exceed 20 minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting. A member of the public shall not speak 
for more than 3 minutes). 

 NONE 

 

197. To Confirm the Minutes of the meeting on Monday 1st December 2025 as a true and accurate record. 
RESOLVED to accept and confirm the minutes of Monday 1st December 2025 as a true and accurate 
record. 

 
198. To receive the Police Report & allow members to ask questions for information - If any. 

 Read out in full by Cllr Adams (appendix A) 
 

199. To receive a Report from NYC Councillor (for information only) - If any 
Read out in full by Cllr Ireton. (appendix B) 
 
Cllr Marshall asked Cllr Ireton if North Yorkshire Council had plans to re-pave the pavements along 
Bentham Main Street? Cllr Ireton said he would try to find out this information.  
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200. To consider and comment upon New Planning Applications: 
 

200.1 ZA25/27502/TPO Proposal: Works to trees the subject of a Tree Preservation Order Fell 1no. Ash 
T5, Ash T6, Ash T7, Ash T8, Ash T9 - Fell to base  
Sports Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Bentham Moor Road, Burton In Lonsdale, Carnforth, LA6 3FT 
RESOLVED – SUPPORT The proposal is supported due to clear evidence of ash dieback present on the 
affected trees. 

 
200.2 ZA25/27497/FUL Proposal: Full planning permission for the construction of 4 dwellings with new 

access, turning areas and associated works. Land West Of Robin Lane, High Bentham, Lancaster, 
LA2 7AB 

RESOLVED – to submit – OBJECT with comment: 
The proposed development comprises predominantly of two-storey dwellings, with only one bungalow. 
The Council notes that the existing character of this section of the road is defined entirely by single-
storey bungalow developments. As such, the scale, height and form of the proposed dwellings are not 
considered to be in keeping with the established character and appearance of the area which would 
appear visually intrusive within the street scene. 
Bentham Town Council is also concerned about the loss of an area of green space within the centre of 
the town. This open space makes a positive contribution to the character of the settlement, providing 
visual openness and relief within the built environment.  
In addition, the Council considers that the development would have a negative impact on local wildlife. 
For these reasons, Bentham Town Council considers that the proposal raises significant concerns in 
relation to character and appearance, loss of green space and impact on biodiversity, requesting that 
these matters be given careful consideration. 

 
201. To receive and note the following Planning Decisions/Information: 

201.1 ZA25/27404/FUL Installation of a double-glazed unit, 10A Arundel House, Main Street,– GRANTED 
NOTED 

  
202. Financial Matters: 

203.1 To receive and note current bank balances; Unity current account as £74,127.08, the Public Sector 
deposit account balance as £85,000.00 and the Virgin current account as £34,291.04 

NOTED 
 
203.2 To consider moving £25,000 to the Public Sector deposit from the Virgin account.  
AGREED Clerk to ACTION. 
 
203.3 To note the pre-authorised salary and pre-agreed contractual payments. 
NOTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

203.4 To approve the payments: 

 

 
BENTHAM BUSINESS BOOST PAYMENTS (claimed back from the York and North Yorkshire Combined Authority as 
part of grant funding.)  
 

 
APPROVED – Cllrs Whittet, Burton and Marshall to authorise (staff names redacted) 
 
 

204 Council/Staffing matters: 
204.1 To receive the Clerk’s report.  
RECEIVED (Appendix C) 
 
204.2 To consider a process for staff requests for overtime.  
RESOLVED Clerk to email Chair, if not available the Vice-Chair with details of over time required and task, 
in turn Chair to email the Finance/Staffing Committee for a majority agreement, applies to all staff. 

 

205 Marketing and Development Committee: 
205.1 To receive an update from the Marketing and Development Committee. 
RESOLVED – DEFER until the Minutes of the Marketing and Development Committee have been read.  
 
205.2 To consider the Terms of Reference.  
DEFER 
 
205.3 To have the Marketing and Development Committee meeting twice a year.  
AGREED 
 



 

 

Cllrs Adams and Marshall left the room at 20:01 
 
205.4 To consider the hire charges of the Town Hall; hourly rates remain the same and alterations are 

made to individual hirer discounts from 1st April 2026.  
AGREED – hourly rates to remain the same, discounts re-adjusted for some hirers, cleaning charge 
applied to groups not leaving the halls clean, tidy and free from litter/food mess and furniture stored 
away in original positions, in line with T&Cs, additional cleaning charge is at the discretion of the Clerk.  
 
Cllrs Adams and Marshall re-entered the room at 20:09 
 
205.5 To consider the Council strapline; ‘Building a better Bentham’. 
RESOLVED – DEFER until the Minutes of the Marketing and Development Committee have been read.  
 
205.6 To consider the draft Council Business Plan. 
RESOLVED – DEFER until the Minutes of the Marketing and Development Committee have been read.  
 
205.7 To consider having the Deputy Clerk as admin on the Bentham Town Council Facebook.  
RESOLVED – AGREE Cllr Adams to action.  
 
205.8 To consider updating the About Bentham website, inviting local groups to provide updates, 

advertise local events and businesses, Bentham Boost to use the website and specific users update 
sections of the website themselves.  

RESOLVED – DEFER until the Minutes of the Marketing and Development Committee have been read.  
 
 

206 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where necessary:  
206.1 Goodenber Play Area lease now complete, to consider immediate works with report. 
RESOLVED – Parish Caretaker quote AGREED – ACTION IMMEDIATELY – hedge cutting back, willow 
tunnel and pressure wash.  
RESOLVED – Cllr Adams to have a look at the slide standing base and add caps, use screws, spare parts he 
holds.  
RESOLVED – If the company cannot be contacted regarding the gap, to remove the roundabout from use. 
RESOLVED – ACTION Clerk to order the replacement parts and Parish Caretaker to install asap. 
RESOLVED – Rubber matting to be dug out and re-installed under basket swing.  
RESOLVED – ACTION – REMOVE the zip wire from use. 
RESOLVED – Reinstate the edging around the zip wire. 
RESOLVED – Research alternatives to the bark chippings under the zip wire.  
RESOLVED – £7,000 funding will be transferred from the Goodenber Play Area charity to the Council, 
until then, Council funds to be used.  
 
206.2 To consider the Butts Lane Business Case Assessment Outcome. 
RESOLVED – AGREED to take on as a council asset. ACTION to contact the solicitors for costings.  
 
206.3 To consider the Cleveland Square outcome submitting a business case.  
RESOLVED – ACTION Clerk to research costings of upkeep, rates, insurances and ticketing before 
proceeding. NOTED that the Council still have a lease to hold a weekly market.  
 
206.4 To consider the defibrillator cabinet at Victoria Institute, Low Bentham.  
RESOLVED – ACTION - Cllr Adams to check the electricity supply with voltage meter.  
 
206.5 To consider the quote for emergency lighting repairs in Town Hall.  
RESOLVED – AGREED.  
 
 
 

 



 

 

207 Matters requested by councillors and Highways Matters: 
207.1 Highways; Contact Yorkshire Water to confirm if there are any further actions regarding the 

tarmacking of Main Street as relatively new.   
RESOLVED – ACTION Clerk to contact Highways Area 5 and Yorkshire Water for further information.  
 
207.2 To consider fundraising opportunities to replace the calendar.  
DEFER - A community event and other activities were discussed. Councillors to spend more time 
considering.  

 
208 Correspondence received, to receive and decide on further action where necessary: 

208.1 Egerton Crossing on Burton Road. 
RESOLVED – ACTION Clerk to contact Highways Area 5 to request a site visit due to two recent serious 
accidents and several near misses, Cllr Ireton to be cc’d into email.  
NOTED – Council have already submitted through the Highways Services portal the unclear signage and 
the faded road markings.  
 
208.2 Julian Smith; Be Winter Ready (circulated) 
NOTED – communicated to the public on social media and website (appendix D) 
 
Cllr MacEley-Young left the room at 21:09 
 
208.3 Communication from Cleaner Bentham.  
RESOLVED Cllr Adams would attend the meeting with the Environmental Audit Committee, request 
another Cllr to attend, to be Cllr Burton, acceptable with only Cllr Adams.  
 
Cllr MacEley-Young re-entered the room at 21:18 
 
 

209 To receive Reports from Councillors who represent the Council on other bodies (for information only) 
 

Cllr Marshall reported on the Collingwood Almshouses has a vacancy, anybody that would like a space 
please to contact Emma Greenup, information circulated of social media. 
Cllr Marshall had a very successful visit to Bentham Community Primary School and the Golf Club to visit 
the pupils just before Christmas.  
 

 

210 To receive an update on the Bentham Boost and decide further action where necessary.  
 
Cllrs Marshall and Whittet explained that phase 1 has come to an end, end of 2025. All training and 
networking events have taken place, feedback has been positive, some of these ideas will continue 
beyond the Boost. Relationships have been built as similar businesses attended.  
The Boost have been successful in securing Phase 2 funding, which leads into the next stage of the 
project. Phase 2—Colourful Bentham— now working with a project management group to deliver a 
series of design initiatives across the High Street aimed at attracting more visitors and encouraging 
people to spend more time in Bentham. 
The recent networking event at the golf course highlighted how many new and diverse businesses have 
emerged in Bentham over the past few years, many of which could benefit from greater visibility and 
collaboration. Feedback from the training sessions has been very positive, with participants finding them 
valuable. 
Phase 3 will involve the final application, which will require Council support. 
On a less positive note, Align has not engaged as expected and has delayed delivery timelines, which is 
frustrating given the enthusiasm and momentum within the Boost team. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

210.1 To consider the evaluation of phase 1. 
RESOLVED to complete the evaluation as lead applicant.  
 
210.2 To consider the task and finish terms of reference for Bentham Business Boost phase 2.  
RESOLVED to AGREE – include the names and roles of members of the group.  
 
210.3 To consider the phase 3 application (if received) 
RESOLVED to AGREE the Clerk to work alongside the Bentham Boost team with the next application.  
 
 

211 Council Items for next meeting and minor items for information only. 
 
NONE 

 
 

212 Dates of next meetings:  Buildings Committee: Thursday 22nd January 2026 7:30pm 
Council meeting: Monday 2nd February 2026 7:30pm 
Open Spaces: Wednesday 4th March 2026 7:30pm TBC 
AGREED 
Finance: Monday 20th April 2026 7:30pm TBC 
AGREED 
 

C. Burrow  
C. Burrow 
Bentham Town Clerk and RFO 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Appendix A 
 
Please find your police report for Bentham Town Council meeting 05.01.26 
 
We have had 26 incidents reported between 28.11.25 & 31.12.25 
 
Reports Include General Police Admin, Other police force enquiry, Safeguarding, Animal concern dogs off lead,  
Alarm sounding, Fraud online banking, Abandon call, Abandon Vehicle, Highways - vehicle abandon in carpark –  
Council, Road Related offence – manner, Domestic dispute, Sudden Death 
 
28.11.25 - & 14.12.25 Crime Violence 
02.12.25 – RTC – 2 Vehicle -Burton Road  
03.12.25 – RTC – single vehicle - Gas House Lane 
06.12.25 – RTC – single vehicle Eskew Lane,  
19.12.25 & 24.12.25 – Concern for welfare – checked in order 
 
How to report speeding concerns - Speed Management Protocol 
www.northyorkshire.police.uk/search?q=speeding+concern 
North Yorkshire Community Messaging is a free email messaging service from North Yorkshire Police providing  
news and updates on policing matters that are relevant to you and your local community. Sign up and receive  
email alerts about policing activity and initiatives in your local area as well as crime prevention advice and  
information. You will also have the opportunity to reply directly to your neighbourhood team and provide feedback  
via surveys. www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.co.uk 
 
Working to keep North Yorkshire a safe place to live, visit & work please visit www.northyorkshire.police.uk. 
Please report & suspect incidents at the time on 101, online or 999 if urgent. 
Useful site re Crime and policing in England which allows you to search re incident recorded in your area  
www.police.uk. 
Contact Information: 
1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress. 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information. 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous. 
4 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.police.uk 
 
Kind Regards 
Jayne 
PCSO Jayne Grace 
Collar number 5561 
Dedicated Safer Neighbourhood PCSO 
Settle Ingleton & Bentham area 
North Yorkshire Police 
101 
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