
 

 

BENTHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Bentham Town Hall, Station Road, 
Bentham, Lancaster LA2 7LH 

Tel/Fax: 015242 62587 
Email: townclerk@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk 

www.benthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
Tuesday 28th January 2025 

 
Minutes of Full Council meeting Monday 3rd February 2025 at 7:30pm Lower Hall, Bentham Town Hall. 
 
Councillors Present:  Cllr Adams, Burton, Paige, Ryan, Stannard and Taylor. 
Town Clerk:   C. Burrow 
MOP:   2 
Bentham News: 2 
 

200 Apologies from members unable to attend: - 
200.1 To note apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting.  

Cllr Marshall 
200.2 To consider acceptance of reasons for absence – if consideration of reason requested. 

   APPROVED 
 
201 Declaration of Interest: - 

201.1 To note declarations of interest not already declared under members Code of Conduct or                              
members register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. 
NONE 

201.2 To approve dispensation requests – if dispensation request received. 
NONE 

 
202 To receive Comment & Concerns:  
 Public participation – to hear matters raised by members of the public or Cllrs with an interest (that 

are allowed to speak) either on agenda items or for future consultation. (NB: for non-agenda items 
members of the Council are not permitted to respond, except to ask questions for the purposes of clarification; 
the period of time designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 20 minutes unless directed 
by the chairman of the meeting. A member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes). 

 
MOP 1 – MOP was present during the meeting with the Traffic Management Officer at North Yorkshire Police, 

a Senior Traffic Management & Road Safety Engineer noted that vehicles were parked on pavements near 
Bentham Primary School after looking at satellite imagery, if these were parked on the road it may 
naturally slow traffic down, MOP noted that at the site meeting these cars were still there, a Cllr stated 
that these residents had been given permission from the PCSO to park there, due to the traffic island and 
the pavement ending shortly after the parked cars, this information came direct from a resident through 
social media. MOP asked if this was normal procedure. 

   
 
MOP 2 – resident of Bentham and a Governor of Settle College – request Bentham Town Council support Settle 

College to reverse the changes to the North Yorkshire Council policy on school transport; to re-instate the 
catchment and ensure pupils are not sent out of county. Policy changes state free transport from 
Bentham to Queen Elizabeth School at Kirkby Lonsdale, Bentham children starting no longer qualify for 
funded transport from NYC to Settle College. In recent years 60% of children from this area have chosen 
Settle College, after the new policy a survey in local Primary schools showed that 12 out of the 39 
potential applicants for new starters for September 2025, loss of pupils results in significant loss of 
funding, schools are funded per pupil. Families with pupils already attending Settle College may find that 
siblings will have to attend a different school, disruptive to families, Settle College funded a bus for 
starters for September 2025. Richmond is significantly affected by the change in policy. Settle College 
have support from Cllr David Ireton, David Stainton and MP Julian Smith. Changes are being implemented 
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to save money. Differences of distances between QES and Settle College from Bentham are small, 
potentially needing another bus for QES for the increase in pupils attending.  

 OFSTED report says that this is a close-knit nurturing school, pupils can achieve and do achieve 
academically, ethos be the best you can be is understood by all, pupils are welcoming and polite, staff are 
happy to work at the school with ambitious pupils, all pupils, including vulnerable pupils, have access all 
opportunities, pupils strive and thrive.  

 This is a school worth fighting for – to give pupils the opportunity to attend a school like this.  
 

 
203 To Confirm the Minutes of the meeting on Monday 6th January 2025 as a true and accurate record. 
 RESOLVED – to amend to include the date of the meeting, signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
204 To receive the Police Report & allow members to ask questions for information - If any.  

 RECEIVED – see appendix A, survey appendix B.  
 
205 To receive a Report from NYC Councillor (for information only) - If any 
 NONE RECEIVED 
 
206 To consider and comment upon New Planning Applications: 

 None Received  
 

207 To receive and note the following Planning Decisions/Information: 
 

207.1 ZA24/26559/VAR Application to vary condition no. 2, add a weatherproof porch roof over 
the front entrance door, 2no. additional Velux's, PV panels to elevations and removal of 
window to utility room. Westering, Bentham Grants Planning Permission 
NOTED 

207.2 ZA24/26581/HH Installation of a domestic 12 kW air source heat pump  Tennant 
House, Clapham Road, High Bentham  Grants Planning Permission 

   NOTED 
 

208 Financial Matters: 
208.1 To receive and note current bank balances as at Tuesday 28th January - £85,646.78 

NOTED 
 

208.2 To consider the pay roll of staff salaries.  
RESOLVED – to remain with the current external pay roll company; the ongoing annual fee will 
be £300 + VAT for 25/26. 
 

208.3 To consider a debit card for the new bank account. 
RESOLVED – check Financial Regulations for process and limits; refer back to March meeting.  
 

208.4 To consider re-assigning the returned grant money.  
RESOLVED - £200 returned from Lower Sensory Farm who are no longer running the sessions to 
be granted to Stepping Stones Toddler Group.   
 

208.5 To note the pre-authorised salary and pre-agreed contractual payments. 
NOTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

208.6 To approve the payments.  
 

 
 
APRROVED – GA and LR to authorise (staff names redacted)  
 
 

 
209 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where necessary: 

209.1 Update on 20mph speed limits.  
Meeting on Tuesday 28th January 2025 at 9:30am, with Jon Hunter Traffic Management Officer 
at North Yorkshire Police with on-site meetings at the bottom of Robin Lane, outside the 
Primary School and Low Bentham. Early stages of setting the 20mph speed limit areas, 
petitioners requested these areas be extended. Mr Hunter to refer this information back to 
Highways.  
Speed survey within the 30mph speed limit near Bentham Primary School beginning Tuesday 
4th January 2025. 
RESOLVED – Clerk to enquire about the pavement parking permissions opposite the Primary 
School.  
 

209.2 Environment Agency Update (if received) 
NONE RECEIVED – RESOLVED – enquire again for the March Council meeting.  
 

209.3 Update on Settle College transport.  
RESOLVED – to write a letter to the Executive Member for Education, Learning and Skills at 
North Yorkshire County Council detailing the impact on Bentham residents. 
 
 



 

 

209.4 Connection of light on Cross Lane by Electricity North West. 
RESOLVED – approve the payment of the connection fee, once completed request a breakdown 
of costings.   

 
210 Correspondence received: To receive information on the following new correspondences and 

decide further action, if any; 
210.1 Angus Fire Update. 

Angus Fire update READ OUT BY GA - APPENDIX C 
Cleaner Bentham READ OUT BY GA - APPENDIX D 
RESOLVED – Council to wait for information from the Environment Agency. 
 

210.2 Wenning Avenue during icy conditions.  
RESOLVED – advise residents that the road is unadopted and belongs to United Utilities, 
residents to contact United Utilities.  
 

210.3 Town and Parish Council Survey for North Yorkshire Council Gypsy and Traveller 
Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) 2024/25 
RESOLVED – online survey, unable to see the questions before filling in, Clerk to contact for 
questions prior to engaging.  
 

210.4 Road Safety Surgeries and Enforcement Survey Results. 
NOTED – FOR INFORMATION ONLY appendix E 
 

210.5 Bentham Primary School reduction in hire charges (if received)  
RESOLVED – this occurrence; the school receives a 50% reduction in hire rates.  
 

211 Buildings Committee; 
211.1 Feedback from the Buildings Committee meeting.  

RAG rated list of priorities being completed.  
211.2 To consider the updated automatic door servicing.  

RESOLVED – to accept the quote for the new company to service doors at £440 annually to 
service twice a year.  

 
212 Bentham Business Boost Update (Cllr Paige) 

 
Cllr Paige two training sessions at the Golf Club, Artificial Intelligence and Multimedia sessions 
went well, there is a Video Masterclass session this week. Bentham Business Boost meeting on 
Monday 10th February 2025. First Aid at Work up to level 3 course on Monday 17th and Tuesday 
18th February 2025 at Golf Course, shortage of numbers.  
RESOLVED – to advertise the First Aid at Work course on Social-Media, website and further afield.  
 

213 To receive Reports from Councillors who represent the Council on other bodies (for information only) 
 
Cllr Paige – Christmas Lights – North Yorkshire are changing the policy for Christmas lights on street lights. 
Cllr Burton – asked for an update from Lancashire Council, none received.  
Cllr Ryan – Bentham Playing Fields – received funding to replace a bin, received funding to help towards the 
next Music on the Field in September, small store removed as damp and no longer fit for purpose, looking 
for funding bids for refurbishing the building, thank you to Bentham Town Council for their grant, recent 
issue of increased dog fouling on the field, having to clear up beforehand, looking at CCTV.  
Cllr Ryan – Friends of Ole Laney – received clarification that the unofficial Duke Street car park land is 
owned by Angus Fire.  

 
214 Items for next meeting and minor items for information only. 

NONE 
 

 



 

 

215 Date of next meeting:  Full Council meeting – Monday 3rd March 2025 
Finance meeting – Monday 14th April 2025 

 
 Public meeting closed at 20:53 
  
 

216 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, that the public and 
press be excluded further from the meeting, whilst items within 217 are considered:- 

 
217 Staffing issues: 

 
217.1 To consider the role of the RFO. 

ACTION – to confirm the status of the RFO.  
 

217.2 To consider the role of the Assistant Town Clerk.  
RESOLVED – to offer the role to candidate 3.  
 

217.3 To consider the role of the Relief Caretaker.  
RESOLVED – no further applications, Councillors to help with opening and locking the Town 
Hall at weekends, Councillors to enquire within the local community.  

 
Meeting closed at 21:45 
 
 

C Burrow  
C Burrow   
Town Clerk  
Tuesday 4th February 2025  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix A 
 
Please find your police report for Bentham Town Council meeting 03.02.25 
 
I have also attached a survey which I am conducting around Bentham, could you forward it far & wide please – 
 I have posted some through doors & will be asking Bentham News to promote 
 
We have had 22 incidents reported between 05.01.25 & 01.02.25. 
 
Reports Include General Admin from other Police force, Safeguarding, Alarm sounding – false, Highway disruption – 
 deceased sheep – low Bentham Road, Road Related offence – manner of driving on Bentham Moor Road,  
Suspect circumstances – open junction box, ASB Neighbour dispute & civil dispute,  
 
6 Reports - Concern/ASB Personal/suspect circumstance/crime related - Joint partnership working. 
13.01.25 - RTC – 2 vehicle – Station Road 
15.01.25 & 21.01.25 - Domestic incident 
18.01.25 - RTC – 2 vehicle – Robin Lane 
18.01.25 - RTC – 2 vehicle – Goodenber Road 
29.01.25 – Domestic/ concern for welfare   
29.01.25 – Concern for safety – checked in order. 
 
 
How to report speeding concerns - Speed Management Protocol 
www.northyorkshire.police.uk/search?q=speeding+concern 
North Yorkshire Community Messaging is a free email messaging service from North Yorkshire  
Police providing news and updates on policing matters that are relevant to you and your local community.  
Sign up and receive email alerts about policing activity and initiatives in your local area as well as crime  
prevention advice and information. You will also have the opportunity to reply  
directly to your neighbourhood team and provide feedback via surveys. 
 www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.co.uk 
 
Working to keep North Yorkshire a safe place to live, visit & work please visit www.northyorkshire.police.uk. 
Please report & suspect incidents at the time on 101, online or 999 if urgent. 
Useful site re Crime and policing in England which allows you to search re incident recorded in your area  
www.police.uk. 
Contact Information: 
1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress. 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information. 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous. 
4 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.police.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/search?q=speeding+concern
http://www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.co.uk/
http://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/
http://www.police.uk/
mailto:SNACraven@northyorkshire.police.uk


 

 

 
Appendix B 
 

 
We asked, You Said, We Did 

Dear Resident, 

Bentham Neighbourhood Policing team are dedicated to listening to the views of residents and your input informs our 

decision making around our area priorities. It would be fantastic if you can spare some time to speak to the team to answer 

the below questions.  

1) What do you like about living here?  

 

 

2) What concerns do you have about living here?  

 

 

3) What would you like to see from your local Neighbourhood Policing Team?  

 

 

4) Is there anything that you would like to tell us about?  

 

 

5) Are you aware of community messenger?  

Officer to discuss details around community messenger and obtain details so can submit.  

 
 E-mail Jayne.grace@northyorkshire.police.uk 
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