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Minutes of Full Council meeting Monday 3rd March 2025 at 7:30pm Lower Hall, Bentham Town Hall. 
 
Councillors Present:  Cllr Adams, Paige, Ryan, Stannard and Taylor. 
Town Clerk:   C. Burrow 
Assistant Tow Clerk: E. Langan 
County Councillor David Ireton 
MOP:   2 
Bentham News: 1 
 
Chair introduced the new Assistant Town Clerk to the Council and members of the public.  

 
218. Apologies from members unable to attend: - 

218.1 To note apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting.  
 Cllr Marshall and Cllr Burton 
218.2 To consider acceptance of reasons for absence – if consideration of reason requested. 

 APPROVED 
 
219 Declaration of Interest: - 

219.1 To note declarations of interest not already declared under members Code of Conduct or                              
members register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. 

Cllr Taylor - 224.1 
219.2 To approve dispensation requests – if dispensation request received. 

NONE 
 
220 To receive Comment & Concerns:  
 Public participation – to hear matters raised by members of the public or Cllrs with an interest (that 

are allowed to speak) either on agenda items or for future consultation. (NB: for non-agenda items 

members of the Council are not permitted to respond, except to ask questions for the purposes of clarification; 
the period of time designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 20 minutes unless directed 
by the chairman of the meeting. A member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes). 

 
MOP1 – Concern expressed on pedestrian safety around Bentham, what action will be taken? Narrow 

pavements, HGV mounting the kerbs, parking, traffic management, speeding, MOP suggested a 
consultation with the public.  

 Chair advised that the 20mph speed limits around Bentham are moving forward. Police are keen to 
resolve misappropriate use of highways and pavements that are reported.  

MOP1 – asked who to approach regarding the narrow pavements> 
 Chair advised that this was under the remit of North Yorkshire Council Highways department, there have 

already been pavements widened along Robin Lane and down to the Primary School.  

 
221 To Confirm the Minutes of the meeting on Monday 3rd February 2025 as a true and accurate record. 
 RESOLVED - to amend to include the date of the meeting, signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
222 To receive the Police Report & allow members to ask questions for information - If any.  
 RECEIVED – Read out in full by Chair Appendix A 
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223 To receive a Report from NYC Councillor (for information only) - If any 
 
Cllr Ireton – the North Yorkshire Council Tax budget was set last week at an increase of 4.99%. The 
Fire budget has been increased by 23%. Regarding the 20mph speed limit; progressing, all areas 
looked at apart from the school, fit the criteria for the 20mph speed limit without engineering 
works, the last speed check completed saw an increase of speed outside the school, there will have 
to be engineering works to achieve the 20mph speed limit, this will take time to implement. The 
tragic accident that occurred ten days ago will not feed into this, took place in an area that does not 
need engineering works. Cllr Ireton commented that these engineering works may need to consider 
local residents within the vicinity.  
Cllr Stannard asked about the collapsing man hole in the road near the Primary School, Cllr Ireton 
will follow this up.  
Cllr Ireton informed Council that the light on Cleveland Square is not owned by North Yorkshire, the 
underpass area is privately owned, Bentham Town Council to request ownership from the Land 
Registry.  

 
 Cllr Ireton left the meeting 19:50. 

 
224 To consider and comment upon New Planning Applications: 

 
224.1 APP/ZA24/26058/CPL 25 Wenning Avenue High Bentham Lancaster Application for Lawful 

Development Certificate for Proposed Dormer Extensions and a Proposed Garage. 
Cllr Taylor left the room at 19:51 
RESOLVED – No further comment.  
 
Cllr Taylor returned at 19:56 

 
225 To receive and note the following Planning Decisions/Information: 
 NONE RECEIVED 
 
226 Financial Matters: 

226.1 To receive and note current bank balances; Unity current account as £75,437.20, the Public 
Sector deposit account balance as £85,000.00 and the Virgin current account £234.10.  

 NOTED 
 
226.2 To consider a debit card for the new bank account according to Financial Regulations restricted 

to a single transaction of up to £500.  
RESOLVED TO AGREE – limited to spending of £2000 a month.  
 
226.3 To consider purchasing a laptop for the Assistant Town Clerk and a tablet for a Councillor.  
RESOLVED TO AGREE – purchase the laptop and tablet.  
 

226.4 To note the pre-authorised salary and pre-agreed contractual payments. 
NOTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
226.5 To approve the payments.  

 

 
 
RESOLVED TO APPROVE – to authorise Cllr Ryan and Cllr Adams (staff names redacted)  

 
227 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where necessary: 

227.1 Update on the 20mph speed limits.  
NOTED – email correspondence from the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of St John’s Church to North 
Yorkshire Highways regarding ensuring the 20mph speed limit reaches beyond the church. Response 
from Highways is that this area is intended to include in the 20mph speed limit, changing the 30mph 
to 20mph.  
 
227.2 Update on the Home to School Transport Policy. 
Letter from Bentham Town Council; appendix B, response from North Yorkshire Council; appendix C.  
 
RESOLVED to submit further communication as a FOI request requesting the cost of transporting 
pupils from Bentham to Settle College and from Bentham to QES in 2023/2024 and the projected 
savings for the years 2024/2025, 2025/2026 and 2026/2027. 

 
227.3 Environment Agency Update (if received). 
 
RESOLVED – there will be a meeting on Tuesday 18th March with North Yorkshire Officers and 
Environment Agency.  
 
227.4 To receive an update on the parking near the Primary School.  

 
RESOLVED – Clerk to report the parking on the pavement to North Yorkshire Policing team.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

227.5 To consider the Town and Parish Council Survey for North Yorkshire Council Gypsy and 
Traveller Accommodation Assessment. 
RESOLVED – respond; there have been no Traveller sites within the Bentham area for many 
years.  
 

227.6 Defibrillator batteries are depleting.  
RESOLVED – Clerk to research the cost of batteries. 
 

228 Staffing Matters: 
228.1 To consider the Maternity and Paternity Policy. 
RESOLVED TO APPROVE 
 
228.2 To consider the Emergency Dependents Leave Policy.  
RESOLVED TO APPROVE 
 
228.3 To consider the Compassionate Leave Policy. 
RESOLVED TO APPROVE 

 
229 Correspondence received: To receive information on the following new correspondences and 
decide further action, if any; 
 

229.1 Angus Fire Update 
Read out in full by Chair - Appendix D 
 

229.2 Cleaner Bentham Update 
Council questioned that the update was not addressed to the Bentham Town Council, request 
clarification. 
 

229.3 Grasmere Car Park 
RESOLVED – advise the member of public that the car park belongs to North Yorkshire Council.  
 

229.4 Auction Mart 
RESOLVED – Clerk to write a letter to Bentham Auction Mart to express how saddened 
Bentham Town Council are by the recent tragedy. Request what protocols and procedures are 
going to be put in place to ensure industrial safety?  
RESOLVED – Clerk to contact parking enforcement to request increased presence once again 
notably Wednesday. 
RESOLVED – Clerk to contact Highways to request further support with traffic issues/safety 
within Bentham. 
 

229.5 River Wenning Signage 
RESOLVED advise member of public that the land around the river does not belong to Bentham 
Town Council, contact the land owner or the Environment Agency. Comments/concerns will be 
past on to the Environment Agency at the meeting.  The river is currently being monitored by 
different groups and any open water swimming may be hazardous.  

 
230 Bentham Business Boost Update 

230.1 To receive an update.  
Cllr Paige said there are was a new Bentham Business Boost committee formed, the next 
meeting will be on Monday 10th March 2025, applying for the Mayoral fund.  
Cllr Taylor attended the Social Media training, there was a miscommunication of times/dates, 
however it was a really good training session.  
Last training session is Tuesday 11th March 6-9pm AI in business with Creative Theory.  
 

230.2 To consider Bentham Town Council being responsible for the finances of the proposed project.  



 

 

RESOLVED TO AGREE – Clerk and RFO to enquire into VAT and holding of the money.  
 

231 To receive Reports from Councillors who represent the Council on other bodies (for information only) 
Cllr Ryan – there is a Bentham Playing Fields committee meeting on Tuesday 4th March 2025.  
Cllr Paige – Victoria Institute have now completed their work with grants received, looking very 
pleasant, there is now a chargeable public toilet in Low Bentham.  

 
232 Items for next meeting and minor items for information only. 

Lancashire Council now in contact regarding the reported road between Low Bentham and 
Wennington after clarifying the North Yorkshire border.  

 
233 Date of next meeting:  Open Spaces – Monday 17th March 2025 7:30pm 

RESOLVED – to change to Monday 24th March 2025 7:30pm 
 
Full Council meeting – Monday 7th April 2025 7:30pm 
Finance meeting – Monday 14th April 2025 7:30pm 
Annual Parish Meeting – Monday 28th April 2025 7:30pm 
 

234 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, that the public and 
press be excluded further from the meeting, whilst items within 235 are considered:- 

 
CLOSED the meeting at 21:08 

 
235 Staffing matters: 

 
235.1 To consider the contract and job description for the Assistant Town Clerk and clarify office 

opening hours.  
RESOLVED TO AGREE to contract – Office opening hours will be Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays, 9:30 – 12:30, with appointments only on Wednesdays.  
 

235.2 To consider the updated pay scales for Cleaner, Caretaker and Clerk.  
RESOLVED TO AGREE to updated pay scales and backdate payments.  
 

235.3 To consider the role of Relief Caretaker.  
RESOLVED – to re-advertise the position as Additional Caretaker Role.  

 
CLOSED the meeting at 21:31 

 

C Burrow  
C Burrow   
Town Clerk  
Monday 10th March 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix A 
 
We have had 41 incidents reported between 02.02.25 & 01.03.25 
 
Reports Include General Admin from other Police force, Safeguarding, Abandon call, lost parcel, Domestic 
incident/harassment, Missing person found safe & well, Suspect vehicle – checked in order, civil dispute, ASB Personal, 
Wanted person & Abandon vehicles – DVLA  
 
12 Reports – concern for safety/welfare/crime violence - Joint partnership working 
06.02.25 - Criminal damage Low Bentham 
09.02.25 - RTC – single vehicle Robin Lane 
12.02.25 – Attempt oil theft 
15.02.25 - Road Related offence – manner of driving on Bentham Moor Road, stopped checked 
19.02.25 – RTC – HGV via person  
22.02.25 – Road Related offence – HGV driver on phone – area searched no gain 
 
 
How to report speeding concerns - Speed Management Protocol 
www.northyorkshire.police.uk/search?q=speeding+concern 
North Yorkshire Community Messaging is a free email messaging service from North Yorkshire Police providing news and 
updates on policing matters that are relevant to you and your local community. Sign up and receive email alerts about 
policing activity and initiatives in your local area as well as crime prevention advice and information. You will also have the 
opportunity to reply directly to your neighbourhood team and provide feedback via surveys. 
www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.co.uk 
 
Working to keep North Yorkshire a safe place to live, visit & work please visit www.northyorkshire.police.uk. 
Please report & suspect incidents at the time on 101, online or 999 if urgent. 
Useful site re Crime and policing in England which allows you to search re incident recorded in your area www.police.uk. 
Contact Information: 
1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress. 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information. 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous. 
4 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.police.uk 
 
Kind Regards 
Jayne 
PCSO Jayne Grace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/search?q=speeding+concern
http://www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.co.uk/
http://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/
http://www.police.uk/
mailto:SNACraven@northyorkshire.police.uk
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